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Message from the President - Eric Williges
Hi everyone, thanks for taking the time to catch up on what’s happening across the state as summer
gets closer. There is a lot of work that goes into putting this together and I’m always glad to see what’s
going on.

I first want to thank you for the chance to serve as NJMCA President for a second year, I am honored
to have the opportunity again. I think we made great progress last year in bringing in new people and
ideas, along with making sure the experience we have learned from isn’t ignored when there’s already
an answer to the question out there. I’m looking forward to continuing to build connections and working
together as much as possible this year.
So, welcome to the start of a new season. Part of what makes this job so interesting (Challenging?
Nerve wracking?) is the change every year brings. Speaking for myself, this year the past few weeks I
assumed I had nothing to worry about. We had a lot of water in our floodplains, but it all came from the
winter, and temperatures were pretty cold. Sure, we found a few larvae but nothing worth larviciding.
Maybe there were a few adult mosquitoes flying around but they were way back in the woods, nowhere
near people’s homes.
And then out of nowhere we had a weekend when it hit 80 degrees, and everyone was out enjoying
their yards, and walking around the neighborhood. And getting nothing but mosquito bites all over the
place. And flooding my office, and my neighboring county with calls. Between calls and emails we
talked to close to 200 residents in those few days. That’s before a few well meaning souls met up with
the county executive dropping his granddaughter at school. And catching us unaware and not completely prepared. So we scrambled to catch up, and figure out what can be done and how to comply
with regulations in place and still keep residents happy.
Personally, it hasn’t been the best start to a spring that I’ve ever had.
.Message from the President continued, page 2
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Message from the President continued

But really, this newsletter shouldn’t be about my surprise that I had to do my job a little earlier than usual.
We need to be prepared to deal with the unexpected that is going to come up for our organization.

New Jersey Mosquito Control Association, Inc.
NEWSLETTER
Last fall, mosquito control made the national news when there was a large bee kill in South Carolina. There
had been an aerial adulticide done in the area in response to a Zika threat, and that was thought to be
responsible for the bee kill.
In response, NJ legislators introduced a bill last fall heavily restricting the work that could be done by our
local agencies. I think the bill was made with good intentions but without a good understanding of what we
do and the existing protections there are, it would have been dangerous legislation to our day to day
operations. We reached out to our local representatives without response, and heard nothing more. A week
or so before the annual meeting, a representative from Sussex County called the county’s mosquito control
agency, asking them their thoughts on the bill because it was going to be voted on by committee the next
Monday. The next few days saw a scramble to figure out what we could do and should do, contacting AMCA
for their advice and reaching out to NJ county agencies to have them try and call their representative.
In the end after sending letters, and calling, and attending committee meetings to voice our concerns, we
met with one of the bill sponsors face to face thanks to Vicki Thompson from the Monmouth County
mosquito control program. After a few hours talking with him and showing off Monmouth County’s operation
and mosquito control practices he was impressed with how we do things and understood the potential
issues with the draft legislation. Since then there has not been movement on the bill and from what we took
away from the meeting there should not be. Given recent history we are all being proactive to make sure it
stays that way. My take away is that it is amazing what we can do when we just reach out and talk.
AMCA’s Washington Conference is coming up, I know there are a few people going from New Jersey
and I want to say thank you up front for representing us. I wish I could attend, but I’m looking forward to
hearing how it goes when you’re back and taking that information to my State and Federal representatives. I
think it would be a great idea for as many of us as possible to do the same. We’ve seen recently that just
being able to make a quick personal connection can have a huge effect and need to keep that going.
Thank you again to everyone who submitted articles and worked to put this newsletter together. I hope
everyone is enjoying the spring season, and has a great summer.

Scott Johnson, Passaic County, receiving his
Outstanding Mosquito Control Worker award from

President Williges presents Joe Schmidt, Ocean County
with the Outstanding Mosquito Control Worker Award.

Dr. Charlene Gungil.
For the full story see page 6!
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County Corner
A different county will be featured in each issue. If you would
like to see your county highlighted here, please contact the
Joe Pezzillo at JoeP@passaiccountynj.org

Union County Mosquito Control
Hello good neighbors of NJMCA.
Union County Bureau of Mosquito Control is the 2nd oldest continuing mosquito control agency in
the United States (surpassed in days only by Essex County!). Our agency was created by law as
“Union County Mosquito Extermination Commission” on April 1st, 1912. We also have the distinction
of being the first agency to be de-commissioned in the mid 1970’s due to monetary and political
pressures! UCMC is now a bureau under the division of Union County Public Works, Department of
Engineering, Public Works and Facilities Management.
Union County comprises 103.4 square miles with a population of
539,494 in the 21 municipalities. The county is bordered by
Essex County to the north, Middlesex County to the south, Morris
and Somerset County to the west and New York City to the east.
Our county mosquito habitat ranges from salt marshes on our
east and southeast, urban areas to the north and northeast, flat
lands of suburbia in the middle and a small mountain ridge with
upland wetland on the western edge. It is also crossed by 6 major
highways and a dozen rail lines. A significant amount of
adaptation is required to manage the different habitat and
species of mosquitoes found in Union County associated with the environments created by all of
these factors.
UCMC has just entered the modern age by implementing field IT gear for work order systems and
handling complaints. Our county wide system is Cartegraph, and in order to integrate everyday
operations of mosquito control into the system in a very efficient manner, we purchased Apple Ipads
for all of our inspectors. We now can send complaints in real time and have all of the details entered
by each inspector and have the work orders closed out by them. This also tracks all of the labor,
vehicle and pesticide used by each inspector as he works through the day. There is also a provision
for GPS tracking that we plan on incorporating into our adultciding operations.
Finally, UCMC is working with the NJDEP-OMCC and the SMCC in an effort to fly our first ever
aerial larviciding this year. We were participants in the aerial survey conducted last year, and
successfully demonstrated the need for inclusion in the State Air Spray Program.
UCMC wishes everyone a safe and successful season. Keep up the good work out there!
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Please enjoy this compilation of reports from NJMCA committees. This will give
you an idea of what goes on in the Association, behind the scenes. If you would
like help out on a committee, please reach out to a Committee Chairperson or
President Williges. - Doug Abdill & Autumn Angelus
Program Committee:
The 104th Annual Meeting went smoothly, considering the weather! Thank you to
everyone who spoke and/or submitted posters. Congratulations to Warren County
MEC (Inspector Rodeo), Russell Berger (Ovilanta Trap), and Agnesa Redere
(Coordinating Mosquito Control Strategies to Limit the Spread of Zika virus
Outbreaks) for winning the poster contest!
The NJMCA Program Committee is already hard at work planning the 105th
Annual Meeting.

Thank you to the 2017/ 2018 Committee Members: Autumn Angelus (chair),
Teresa Duckworth, Isik Unlu, Bob Duryea, Mary Evangelista, Howard Emerson,
Joe Pezzillo, Mike Romanowski, & John Betz.
Awards Committee:
Award
A.R. "Bunnie" Hajek Award
Outstanding Mosquito Worker Award

Recipient

County

Jolyn Mitchell-Riddle

Salem

Scott Johnson
Edward Sokorai
Joe Schmidt

Passaic
Cape May
Ocean

Professional Training:
Planning for the 2017 agendas began in October 2016 and has produced an interesting and educational
program. We stayed with the format of the last few years, where the speakers will give 30 minute talks
throughout the day. The decision was made to move the northern session to the National Conference
Center, in East Windsor, NJ. Overall, we were happy with the accommodations at the new location. There
are some wrinkles to iron out, but I think we will be happy with this new venue. The registration fees
increased to $125 for early registration and $150 for late registration. After weather related changes, we
had 84 registrants for the Atlantic City session and 145 registrants for the East Windsor session, for a total
of 229 paying registrants. To date, moneys due equal $29,225.00, moneys collected equal $21,050.00 and
the remaining balance equals $8,175.00.

I would like to thank my committee members for their hard work and dedication to producing a quality
learning experience. Their effort makes my job much easier.
The 2017 Professional Training Committee members are: Doug Abdill, Autumn Angelus, Scott Crans,
Glenn Jerzak, John Kranz, Eric Williges, Wayne Wurtz, Nick Indelicato
Photo Salon:
This year, we received 39 photos for critique and judging. The prize budget was $200 and Jeff O’Neill
donated an additional $200. The prizes are $50 for each category and the Best-In-Show wins $50.
Category winners were: Autumn Angelus (two categories), Pete Bosak (three categories), and James Occi.
Best-In-Show went to Pete Bosak.
Respectfully submitted, Doug Abdill, Sara May, Jeff O’Neill, Vince Poulsen, Tadhgh Rainey, Tom Verna
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PR Committee:
The season is finally upon us. As you
know, we all become overwhelmed with
things to do. But if you get a chance, stop
and take a moment to capture exactly
what we do. Take a picture or video of
your daily work. Please submit your
photos, events, funny pictures,
informational videos, mosquito traps or
collections, anything related to our daily
activities or just cool mosquito pictures.
We are on Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn,
and soon Instagram. If you have any
information or questions, please submit
them.
And if you get a chance, follow us at
https://twitter.com/NJMosquitoAssn
http://www.facebook.com/NJMCA
You can reach out to:
John Betz (Chair)
Email: johnbet@co.cumberland.nj.us
Cell phone/Text: 856-690-9964
Autumn Angelus
Email:
autumn.angelus@salemcountynj.gov
Cell phone/Text: 856-693-4548
Stormy Freese
Email: njmcasecretary@gmail.com
Cell phone/Text: 609-602-2636

Archives:
Goals for the NJMCA archives committee in 2017 are to
continue researching a potential permanent home for the
material currently in Middlesex County that would be open for
any county program to visit and work with the archives
material. Items that have been discussed include looking into
a museum to store and possibly display a portion of our
material in a publicly available manner. The committee has
been in contact with such a museum and we are exploring
options in this regard. Unfortunately timing and commitments
of late have postponed a site visit to the museum and recent
positive progress in this direction.
Another option is to buy or build an environmentally controlled
storage shed to house the archives material. With this option a
county agency might be approached to provide a suitable
location for the storage building. Here goals would be to have
a dedicated facility with sufficient room to store, display and
work with the material.
John Kranz had looked into an option to create a traveling
mosquito research and control display using a trailer that local
programs might use during their annual county fairs. This
option, though attractive, has been lowered on the priority
totem pole in lieu of the need to find a larger facility to store all
of our archives and work with the material noted above.
The committee continues to discuss our 2013 historical
timeline document filling in the decades sparsely populated
currently with updated information to complete this work.
Goals in 2017 are to make progress on this document and
have it finished to incorporate into the 2013 NJMCA
proceedings so it is available for NJMCA members. The
information compiled to date is good just incomplete with
respect to documenting our association activities to date. The
more recent information, 1970’s and on are where
considerable time is still needed to fill in all that transpired
during these periods of widespread change in mosquito
control.
The committee is looking for volunteers to serve on Archives
committee. Please reach out to the Chair S Crans or any
archives committee member to discuss same.
I will call for another Archives committee planning meeting in
the coming months and report on activities at the next Board
Trustees meeting.
Respectfully submitted for the Archives committee
Scott Crans
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Outstanding in their Field
With the initial award being made in 2010, the NJMCA’s Outstanding Mosquito Worker Award was
established to recognize the workers who are most often unseen, doing their daily work but going above
and beyond what is expected. Further, it is to promote and reward professionalism within the mosquito
control community and recognize workers' efforts in a statewide forum.
At the 104th Annual Meeting of the NJMCA in Atlantic City, the Awards Committee presented the OMWA to
three worthy recipients. Much could be written regarding each of the award winners, but a brief summary
will need to suffice for this format. The 2017 winners are:
Scott Johnson, Water Management Supervisor, Passaic County Mosquito Control
Scott has been employed by Passaic County Mosquito Control since October 2002. In addition to being
certified in Category 8B, he is also licensed in categories 11, 3A, 3B, 7A, and 7B. The effort that Scott puts
forth in mosquito control is unmatched in Passaic County. His positive attitude, great experience, and
strong dedication to mosquito control is truly impressive and worthy of admiration.
Joe Schmidt, Entomologist, Ocean County Mosquito Extermination Commission

Starting as surveillance seasonal at Middlesex County in 2001, Joe moved to Ocean County in 2005 where
he continued to expand his skills to include parity dissections and larval identification. In 2008, he was
added to Ocean County’s fulltime staff achieving the title of Entomologist. Among the myriad of duties Joe
performs are maintaining the GIS database, organizing the ground larviciding data/records, facilitating the
aerial treatment program, assisting in ground adulticiding operations, organizing the bio-control component,
and running the water management program.
Ed Sokorai, Wetlands Specialist, Cape May County Department of Mosquito Control
Ed started with the agency in 1998 and has spent his career performing the many duties associated with
wetlands management for Cape May County and on many committees dealing with wetlands and mosquito
control. In addition to his water management expertise, Ed has spearheaded other efforts for the
department including fire safety, pesticide regulations, vehicle purchases and sales, including our new
helicopter, new building projects and many others. Ed is an affable, conscientious and much liked member
of Cape May’s staff.
Congratulations to each of the recipients, your award is well deserved.
The NJMCA Awards Committee is comprised of:
Judith Legg (Chair, Salem)
Jolyn Beal (Salem)
Tom Candeletti (Retired)
Tim Deschamps (NMCA)
Teresa Duckworth (Morris)
Volume XXIX Number 2
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NJMCA Awards Jolyn Mitchell-Riddle
A.R. "Bunnie" Hajek, NJMCA Association Award
This award is presented to those individuals, whose efforts and contributions related to the profession of
mosquito control extend beyond expectations of the normal performance of their duties, having an impact
beyond the boundaries of their individual agency and benefiting the mosquito control community as a whole.
With very little guidance and even less experience with our Association, Jolyn filled the role of Secretary of
NJMCA flawlessly. She was able to learn about the Association and our mission very quickly and took much
pride in her work. She worked exceptionally well with all of the President’s that she served under. Her
attention to detail and no nonsense attitude has kept all of the members on track and well informed. With her
change in work assignment at Salem County Mosquito Control she made the difficult decision to step down
from the Secretary position. She made every effort to ensure a smooth transition for the new secretary.
Instead of leaving the Association completely, she took over the position of Chair of Registration, a
committee that she has worked with for years. Even running the registration desk in the absence of the chair.
She welcomes each meeting attendee with a warm smile and friendly greeting. We are lucky to have her as
a first point of contact. Her committee works alongside her to distribute meeting packets, register last minute
attendees and answers many questions related to the events. Long before the meeting starts she is thinking
of new ways to make the Registration process go more smoothly including improving the registration form
itself. She also encouraged the Association to move into modern
times with the purchase of a credit card reader, which will benefit
many of the committees.
Jolyn also serves on the Scholarship Committee and helps promote
and improve the Silent Auction. She serves on the Awards and
Resolutions Committee and without her hard work and perseverance;
we would not have the beautifully written resolutions. She puts much
effort into tracking down information about the people the resolutions
memorialize, giving each one her personal touch. Due to her many
committee roles, she also participates as a member of the
Convention Arrangements committee.
Whenever a suggestion is made to Jolyn she follows up and follows
through. She has been instrumental in adding a professional
photographer to our Annual meeting to capture all of our important
moments. She has also contributed to our sister organization,
Associated Executives of Mosquito Control by suggesting meeting
locations in her county and taking on all of the local arrangements.
In the spirit of the A.R. “Bunnie” Hajek Award her efforts and
contributions extend beyond that which is expected in the normal performance of their duties. She is a good
friend to many and a proven leader in our association.
Jolyn Mitchell-Riddle is employed as the Keyboarding Clerk 2 for the County of Salem, splitting her time
between Mosquito Control and Roads.
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Don’t forget to pick up your 2017 design!
NJMCA is currently selling short sleeve t-shirts, long sleeve
t-shirts and zip-up hoodies!
For more information contact Stormy Freese at
njmcasecretary@gmail.com

Save the Date! Northeastern Mosquito Control Association
NMCA ANNUAL MEETING

180 Water St. Plymouth, MA 02360
508.747.4900 | Fax: 508.746.2609
http://www.hotel1620.com/
The 63rd Annual NMCA Meeting will be
held at the Hotel 1620 Plymouth Harbor
from December 4-6, 2017. Room cost
for NMCA start at $124 per night please
specify the "Northeastern Mosquito
Control Association Annual Meeting”
when you book your room. Reduced room
rate is only available until Nov. 17, 2017.
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NMCA’s Field Day is open to all NMCA
members on Thursday October 12, 2017.
The meeting location is at Myles Standish
State Forest in South Carver, MA, rain or
shine. We encourage you to come and
demonstrate your company’s products and
services to the membership. Additional
information and registration will be
available on the NMCA website by late
summer.
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#NJMCA
The NJMCA Facebook and Twitter accounts gain
new followers each day, so…
Please contact us with
information you’d like to share at:
pr.njmca@gmail.com
Ideas include: cool pictures, county fair
information, a link you want to share & so much
more!

Facebook.com/NJMCA
Twitter @NJMosquitoAssn
Instagram@NJ_Mosquito

UPCOMING MEETINGS

Mark your calendars!
NMCA
December 4 - 6, 2017
Plymouth, Massachusetts

AMCA
February 26 - March 2, 2018
Kansas City, Missouri

NJMCA

New Jersey Mosquito
Control Association
March 13-16, 2018
Atlantic City, NJ
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NEWS FROM THE NORTHEAST
Cape Cod reports: April showers have temporarily filled up our swamps and low areas
dropping over 5 inches of rain in some parts of Barnstable County. Just when we thought the season
was going to get off to a slow start! Crews changed over from water management activities to
larviciding at the end of the first week of April. We have started putting out the greenhead fly traps
on the marshes.
Gabi Sakolsky, Asst. Superintendent
CT DEEP WHAMM Program reports: We’ve lost many employees in the DEEP due to attrition – it seems like
every other week someone is retiring (with no backfilling of positions). Our General Fund budget has been cut to the
level that I have no funds to hire summer help for mosquito inspections and control. Through some “shell game”
shuffling, our program is allowed to hire seasonal help through Wildlife Federal Aid funding which means we can do
habitat management (i.e., wetland restoration [including a component for mosquito source reduction] and invasive plant
[phragmites] control) but no operational mosquito control. Of course, if we have a public health emergency from a vector
-borne disease, the money will come from somewhere for control (funny how that works…). Our WHAMM Program is
struggling to say the least and morale is pretty low throughout the Department but we try to keep spirits high. Although
we are trimming back how much we can do this year, we still have some meaningful restoration, OMWM and phrag
control projects in queue. We’ll be focusing more on some of our state wildlife areas, parks and forests this year where
there is considerable need for some meaningful work. Hopefully, we’ll have some good projects to report on.
Roger Wolfe, Mosquito Mgmt. Coordinator
Bristol County reports: The warm spell at the end of February triggered an early eclosion and there were lots of
spring larvae in our swamps. Fortunately, most areas froze over in the following cold and wet March and the larval
counts dropped. Lots of rain and snowfall this season meant that most of Bristol County has rebounded from last
summer’s drought and our swamps, ditches and streams are full of much-needed water. While that’s good for our
farmers, it looks like it will be a busy spring for larvicide activity. Here’s hoping for a virus free summer!
Todd Duval, Entomologist & Diana Brennan, Wetlands Coordinator
Plymouth County reports: The cold and relative quiet of winter is slowly giving way to warm weather and the
bustle of spring. The frost is out of the ground and the wildlife are starting to awaken; flocks of turkeys strut through
lawns and spring peepers can be heard calling in wetlands. We at Plymouth County Mosquito Control have also begun
to transition, leaving our cleaned ditches behind to switch to spring activities. Our staff has prepared our equipment for
spring larviciding; the booms are on the plane, the Bti is in the garage and the water tank is on the truck. The drought
continues to improve and the water table has been slowly increasing in our wetlands. As a result we expect low to
normal mosquito populations this spring (hopefully I didn’t just jinx us!). Only time will tell…..
Ellen P. Bidlack, Entomologist
Central Mass reports: Our crews have been ground larviciding for a few weeks now and report larvae in most
wetlands. Drought conditions have improved to the point that most wetlands are at or near capacity – this will change
quickly as the trees have begun to leaf out. Our tire recycling program continues, and we have several beaver mitigation
projects coming up now that the water has warmed a bit for our crews to work in. Aerial larviciding over nearly 2,000
acres in 3 communities is completed, and initial results look great. Our Project will be going through a complete addition/
renovation over the next 8-10 months, so this summer looks to be very challenging indeed!! Best wishes for a diseasefree summer to all our cohorts in NJ from Central Mass.
Tim Deschamps, Executive Director
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Knowledge Transfer: A proposal entitled “ Predicting the evolution of vector-borne disease dynamics
in a changing world” with Dr. Fonseca as the Principal Investigator was top rated in the NSF DEB Ecology of
Infectious Diseases panel (five “excellent” and one “very-good”) and recommended for funding. Using NextGeneration genomics Fonseca and colleagues at the Smithsonian, University of Tennessee, University of
Arizona, University of South Florida and US Fish and Wildlife Service will generate the first comprehensive
datasets detailing the evolutionary potential of the major players in a complex multi-host disease system:
avian malaria in endemic Hawaiian birds transmitted by invasive Culex. Among other aims, they will assess
alternative methods of moquito control to help mitigate the impact of invasive mosquitoes, which will be
translated directly into practical management recommendations to manage bird malaria and conserve many
spectacular Hawaiian endemic birds. This 4 year $2,498,876 project is slated to start on July 2017.

A grant on ”Climate Change, Nuisance Mosquito Populations, and Long-term Resilience of Coastal Salt
Marsh Systems” for $742,900 was awarded to the Center for Remote Sensing & Spatial Analysis (CRSSA),
the Center for Vector Biology (CVB) and the Jacques Cousteau National Estuarine Research Reserve
(JCNERR) in collaboration with OMCC and Atlantic, Burlington, Monmouth, and Ocean county mosquito
agencies. They will develop predictive models based on high resolution remote sensing physical information
and patterns of distribution of salt marsh mosquitoes and fish obtained using environmental DNA (eDNA).
The ultimate aim is to create improved tools for the management of salt marsh mosquitoes, especially in
response to on-going sea level rise and approaches to improve coastal resilience.
New Faculty: Alvaro Toledo will be joining the Department of Entomology and the Center for Vector
Biology in September. Dr. Toledo is currently a Research Assistant Professor at Stony Brook University, NY
and researches tick-borne pathogens such as Lyme disease and relapsing fever- causing Borrelia. In
particular, he examines the dynamics and role of lipid rafts in the life cycle of B. burgdorferi. He also studies
the interaction among tick pathogens and their tick vectors to understand how these interactions affect their
fitness. Alvaro has also developed broad epidemiological field studies of tick-borne diseases in his native
Spain. Welcome Dr. Toledo!
And welcome back to Brian Johnson! Brian received his Ph.D from Rutgers in 2014 working on “Proximal
factors driving the local dynamics of West Nile virus transmission.” He’s back from Australia where he worked
on Dengue vector surveillance and control using Wolbachis-infected Ae. aegypt. Now while still researching
urban Aedes, he studies salt marsh mosquitoes and alternatives to classical arbovirus surveillance.
Recent Publications: Want to tell the difference between wild and farm-raised Northern Bobwhite? Dust
off your mass spectrometer, collect some feathers and follow us: Castelli P. and L. Reed 2017 Use of stable
isotopes to distinguish wild from pen-raised Northern Bobwhite. Wildlife Society Bulletin. http://
onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/wsb.746/full
And you may want to read a detailed review of the use of mass-trapping for urban Aedes control: Johnson
BJ, Ritchie S, Fonseca DM 2017 The state of the art of lethal oviposition trap-based mass interventions for
arboviral control. Insects 8, 5. http://www.mdpi.com/2075-4450/8/1/5
The mass-trapping strategy is being developed at the Center by involving residents directly, a program called
Ci AcTS (Citizen Action Through Science). Check that project at: http://vectorbio-rutgers.edu/CiAcTS.htm
The latest publications from members of CVB can be found here: http://vectorbio.rutgers.edu/publications/
Blog: Read all about what we’re up to!
--Lisa Reed
Volume XXIX Number 2
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Northeast Regional Report
Isik Unlu, Society for Vector Ecology, Northeast Regional Representative
New Jersey hosted an exciting and unique event at AMCA headquarters, Mt, Laurel. AMCA and CDC will be
developing comprehensive, interactive “Train-the-Trainer” (TTT) workshops in geographically diverse locations:
Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida, Kentucky, Louisiana, New Jersey, North Carolina, Texas, and Virginia.
Master Trainer Strategy and Purpose
It is the strategy of this initiative to organize trainers and support so that an efficient and cohesive communication,
delivery, and evaluation strategy can be executed. Since the number of end learners and consequently, the number of
trainers required across the participating states is unknown, there will be a Master Trainer strategy used to drive
effective rollout and sustainability.
Master Trainer Event –March 22 and 23, 2017:
This event was held at the AMCA headquarters in Mt. Laurel, NJ, where two designated Master Trainers from each
state received Master Certification. This certification will:
•Enable them to experience the training as an end user
•Practice delivering key components of the training
•Provide what they need to coach and certify local trainers for each geographic area
•Give them time to network and build their knowledge regarding different areas of the country
•Enable them to participate on conference calls to share best practices, challenges, and solutions
Master Trainer Role
Each Master Trainer will work with their Master Trainer colleague from that state to organize and deliver the number of
Train-the-Trainer sessions necessary for initial rollout. The Master Trainers will also add value to local departments by
observing and coaching trainers, ensuring consistency of delivery, and fielding questions as end user training rolls out.

Entomologist (Full-Time)
Cape May County Department of Mosquito Control
Cape May Court House, NJ 08210
Salary: $36,000.00 - $66,555.00
Description
Under the direction of the Superintendent the position requires oversight of all mosquito surveillance, identification, data entry,
research, public relations and related activities.
Requirements
Minimum Requirements: New Jersey Civil Service Commission Job Specification 01737. Graduation from an accredited
college or university with a Bachelor of Science degree in biological sciences with a preference for entomological studies and two
years experience in mosquito control or research.
An advanced degree (MS, PhD) is preferred but not necessary. Must become a resident of the county within one year of
employment, obtain a NJ driver’s license and a NJ pesticide applicator commercial license as required by the NJ Department of
Environmental Protection in accordance with N.J.A.C. 7:30-6.
Prospective employees of Cape May County, NJ will undergo a criminal background check, health physical, drug test and functional
assessment test.
For more information & to apply : http://mosquito-jobs.careerwebsite.com/jobseeker/job/34606823/
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Biogents Snap Trap

Not Your Average Trap
Mosquito traps from
Around the State
Compiled by Bob Duryea

In areas where Aedes albopictus are established, the large
numbers of containers that create habitats make door to
door source reduction near impossible. For this reason,
we evaluated the use of Biogents Snap traps (Biogents
AG, Regensburg, Germany) as a method of adult Aedes
albopictus control in residential neighborhoods in Mercer
County, NJ. Snap traps require the use of a standard
electrical outlet which gives them the ability to run 24
hours per day for weeks at a time. The deployment of
these traps in clusters along with bi-weekly collections
successfully reduced the local adult populations.

Storm Drain Trap

Nicholas Indelicato, Mosquito Identification Specialist
Mercer County Mosquito Control

Ovillanta Trap
The Storm Drain Trap was designed to not only capture
mosquito species that breed in storm drains but to also
see which species shelter or rest in these man-made
structures. These traps are built with a pressure treated
lumber frame which is lined with an insect screen. An
emergence jar serves as the collection device and a small
solar light is attached to the emergence jar to lure
mosquitoes into the trap. The trap is placed over a storm
drain grate and is set overnight. The Storm Drain Trap is
most effective at collecting Culex mosquitoes but Aedes
albopictus are also caught in low numbers.
Mike Senyk Ocean County Mosquito Commission

The ovillanta trap was developed in Ontario, Canada
at Laurentian University. The trap was built as a low
cost, effective way to collect and dispose of eggs
and larvae of container breeding species. The most
prevelant species being Aedes albopictus. These
traps were implemented during the 2016 season in
Morris County. Over the course of the summer
15,500 eggs were collected. Of the 15,500 eggs
15,300 eggs were Aedes albopictus.
Russell Berger, Identification Specialist
County of Morris, Division of Mosquito Control

Volume XXIX Number 2

15

NJMCA Newsletter

The Link between Zika and Property Blight
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Alannah Dragonetti, Head of Marketing at GovPilot

With mosquito season right around the corner and a cure for the Zika virus a decade away, by expert estimates, local
governments across the United States are devising mosquito control strategies. Predictably, many of these strategies
incorporate the publicization of information regarding Zika transmission and symptoms as well as the spraying of wetlands and fields with insecticide. However, a growing number are aimed at an unlikely target: vacant and abandoned
properties. This piece discusses the link between property blight and mosquito-borne pandemic with the hope that more
Mosquito Control divisions will take the connection into consideration when addressing Zika’s inevitable resurgence this
summer.
Pools of stagnant water make the ideal breeding ground for vector mosquitoes—a fact that Mosquito Control officials urge
homeowners to keep in mind when performing property maintenance. Government can rely on responsible homeowners to
chlorinate their swimming pools and dump the rainwater that collects on the lids of outdoor garbage cans, but what
about the stagnant water on properties without a known and/or responsible owner?
Last summer, Woodbridge, New Jersey answered this question by demolishing an above ground swimming pool at one
of its 100+ vacant properties. Woodbridge decided to demolish the pool after receiving daily telephone calls from a
neighboring resident concerned that the mosquitoes it drew carried the Zika virus. Thirty-five additional above and inground swimming pools were slated for demolition.
Their tendency to host neglected pools of stagnant water is just one reason vacant properties are a major concern for
health officials working to suppress the spread of Zika. In June, USA Today ran a front-page story entitled, “Hardest-Hit
Zika Victims Could Be People in Poverty”. The article describes the swarms of mosquitoes that thrive in New Orleans,
Louisiana’s 9th Ward district—abandoned since Hurricane Katrina. The heaps of garbage, collapsed walls and lack of
cooling systems have created an optimal breeding ground. Peter Hotez, dean of the National School of Tropical Medicine at Baylor College in Houston, Texas explains that these conditions make residents in surrounding properties more
susceptible to contracting the Zika virus. He warns that, “Americans who live in neglected neighborhoods could face the
greatest danger.”
With summer weather fast approaching, the nation’s vector abatement professionals are preparing for Zika’s
reemergence. Whereas traditional mosquito control methods should not be overlooked, neither should the correlation
between the volume and condition of vacant and abandoned properties and the risk of Zika’s transmission.

NJMCA Membership
Supporting Mosquito Control since 1913
The objectives and purposes of the association shall be to promote and encourage close cooperation among those
directly and indirectly concerned with, or interested in, mosquito control and related work, the stimulation of educational
activities to increase the knowledge of mosquito control and the advancement of the cause of mosquito control and
related environmental concerns in the State of New Jersey and elsewhere. The association may also encourage such
other insect control programs as the association or board of trustees may determine.
The Association's (NJMCA) primary goal is to promote, encourage, develop and record safe, effective and environmentally
sound mosquito control activities in order to protect the health and welfare of the citizens of New Jersey, and to make this
information available to all who may be interested or concerned with mosquito control activities.

Annual Membership Fee $40.00 per individual
To become a member visit: http://www.njmca.org/MembershipForm.pdf
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