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Message from the President - Eric Williges
Well then. I think we can agree that saying it’s been an interesting summer so far is an
understatement. Between the changing news about Zika and the spotlight across the nation on
mosquito control, to the drought conditions across much of New Jersey even with recent heavy
storms, new steps forward in our relationship with the DEP, personnel changes that will be great
for the community, and everything else you can think of, it’s been a busy year. And that’s without
talking about mosquito populations and effective surveillance and control. All that and more are
covered in this edition of the newsletter, so I want to give Teresa Duckworth and her committee a
huge thank you for getting this together in the middle of our busy season.
Since there are so many great articles inside, I’d like to focus on what I think we’ve accomplished
so far in the big picture of our organization and where we can still keep going.
An area I wanted to find a way to work on is mosquito control’s public image and ways to sell
ourselves better as a large organization and individuals. Obviously, NJMCA as an organization
has had nothing to do with agencies across the state and region being in the media consistently
over the past months. But I mention it because the agencies being focused on are amazing
examples of what mosquito control can do in local and state-wide situations regardless of what
county department they’re based in or how many employees they have. They all deserve
congratulations for dealing with an enormous increase in attention to their programs, and have
stepped up to sell themselves as critical agencies on a day to day basis. The challenge is to turn
this current focus into long term relationships. Seeing Federal and State commissioners and
department heads, along with State Senators and Assemblymen taking an active role in mosquito
control and working directly with county agencies right now is great, but we need to keep them
engaged.
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I want to thank the PR committee for really running with the basic idea of “Let’s get a social media presence
out there”. Finding new information to put out that our members haven’t already seen is a challenge but I
think they’re doing a great job at it, along with boosting the messages from local agencies. There is still a
need for NJMCA to increase our own public events and online presence but this is a great step. Personally I
have seen results from what they’re doing with resident’s finding NJMCA on Facebook asking for someone
who can help. Unfortunately, the first message was from a resident trying to reach MY program who wasn’t
able to get in touch with us or get an appropriate response, but I still think it’s great that new people are
finding mosquito control who may not have before.
Another goal was to focus on the collaboration between county and state agencies in many different areas.
When I started, I wanted to help continue what we’ve been trying to do for the past few years. Communicate
more, collaborate more, and strengthen bridges. When you try and figure out how to do it, or what that broad
idea entails it’s very hard to break the cycle and change. Then time flies by, and so does the opportunity.
Part of that idea in my head is trying to build a NJ specific “Washington Day” for each county to work
together (collaborate) and take our message (communicate) directly to State government (strengthen
bridges). Other states have run with the idea and had success. The communications NJMCA has had with
NJ Senators and Assemblyperson regarding different topics is showing that when we work together there is
a difference we can make.
We’ve reached out to explain the need for support of the State Mosquito Control Commission and gotten
calls back from the representatives themselves within a few days and actions afterwards. I’m sure the
concentrated effort and consistent message sent by local mosquito control and health agencies helped in
that, so thank you all. There are bills introduced specifically funding local mosquito control by those same
representatives that gave us an opportunity to again get in touch and keep our names there and hopefully
affect a change. The funding directly from NJDEP Commissioner Martin helped every county to build their
program and again show why we are needed on a day to day and long term basis. Yes, a lot of the basis for
this movement is that Zika has mosquito control in the news every day. But in the end, all of the action is
because we exist. And because we’re making efforts and explaining that there are things we can do to help
solve the issue, and then doing it.
Right now is the chance to restart relationships with local and higher level government. Obviously I wasn’t
here, but from reading our history (The Mosquito Crusades by Gordon Patterson. If you haven’t already,
read it!) part of the reason we exist is because there was an opportunity that JB Smith and others took. They
realized the importance of what they could do, took a risk, and kept pushing until they formed the foundation
of what we are. Get in touch with your local Assemblyperson or Senator. Say hi. Explain what you do. Thank
them for the support they’ve given this summer and ask they contact you with question or concerns. Short
and sweet, they don’t want to chat all day even if you do. Keep in touch. Invite them to events, and when
there are things you’re proud of explain to them why it helped. When there are things you need help with,
reach out and bring it up. It can only help to have that basic connection when the next crisis occurs. I’ve
seen this from the NJMCA side of things, we’ve reached out directly to Senators and Assemblymen with our
concerns, and they’ve contacted me weeks later about unrelated questions. What do you have to lose by
trying?
And with that, please read through the rest of the newsletter. Thank you all for keeping our organization
strong, contributing ideas, and offering to help. If there’s something we’re doing wrong, or you have an idea
for something new, don’t hesitate to reach out to me or anyone on the board. This is the time we can change
how things work and what we think the established knowledge is. Let’s not waste it.
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This issue’s special feature is:
Public Education and Outreach around
the State. See page 13 for more photos and
ideas for your program!

Judith Legg and Autumn Angelus at the Salem County
Fair at the ready to field the public’s questions.

Receiving a print copy of this



newsletter and prefer digital?
Someone in your organization
isn't receiving an issue?





Receiving this by mistake?



Wish to contribute content?
Contact :
tduckworth@co.morris.nj.us

Volume XXVIII Number 4

3

NJMCA Newsletter

County Corner

Volume XXVIII

Page 4

A different county will be featured in each issue. If you would
like to see your county highlighted here, please contact the
editor at tduckworth@co.morris.nj.us

Camden County: Making It Better, Together
Lauren Segreto and Jillian Jamieson
Camden County is making it better, together since March 13,1844. Named after the 1st Earl Camden,
Charles Pratt, the county consists of 222.3 square miles and 508,932 people. There is a large diversity in not
only the residents who live here, but also the activities provided. Each township within the county holds its
own treasures. In Haddonfield, one can visit the worlds most historic site in dinosaur discovery! The first
nearly complete skeleton of a Hadrosaurus foulkii was found in 1858 at the end of what’s now Maple
Avenue. A person can see living dinosaurs- alligators, sharks, clams, etc.- and many more exciting creatures
at the Camden Aquarium. Only a short distance away from the aquarium, sites like Battleship New Jersey
Museum and Memorial, Discovery Museum in Cherry Hill and Cooper River Park are always a great day trip.
*Fun fact. Cooper River Park use to hold nationally renowned rowing events and in the 1st year of races the
river didn’t have enough room for all of the contestants. The mosquito commission got permission from the
DEP, Department of Environmental Protection, to widen the waterway because of an erosion and mosquito
breeding problems. These corrections not only solved the issues for the mosquito commission, but also for
the rowing teams trying to compete.* In order to keep the residents in the county as safe as possible from
mosquito born diseases, the Camden County Mosquito Commission was created.
In 1965 the Camden County Mosquito Commission came into existence after an epidemic of St. Louis
encephalitis ravaged the Camden County and Burlington County border in 1964. Camden County had 63
cases (leading to 7 deaths) out of the 91 reported cases in NJ. This was the first appearance of St. Louis
encephalitis on the east coast. This outbreak caused a wide spread awakening in the importance of
mosquito control and the deadly diseases mosquitoes carry. Located at the Charles J. DePalma Complex in
Lindenwold, NJ and functioning under the Camden County Parks Department, the commission implements
tactics like water management, pesticide treatments, and public awareness in efforts to keep the mosquito
population down. In order to keep all of these operations running smoothly, the Superintendent oversees and
carries out all decisions. The first Superintendent was Tom Sellers in 1965 to 1989, followed by Howard
Emerson in 1989 to 2005, and Jack Sworaski from 2005 to present day.
Superintendent Jack Sworaski is also the Director of Environmental Affairs since 1990, and Division of Open
Space and Farmland Preservation since 1990. Adding to a list of accomplishments, Mr. Sworaski is a 1980
graduate from Rutgers State University of NJ with a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology. This degree has
lead him to become an environmental specialist in tracking water generation numbers, installing test wells,
and landfills.

Inspectors also have an important role in keeping operations running smoothly. Between answering
complaints, spraying neighborhoods, and monitoring mosquito populations in the summer, and water
management - ditch and path clearing for the upcoming summer- and snow plowing in the winter, inspectors
are always keeping busy. The 37 municipalities in Camden County are kept in check by 4 certified pest
applicators -Micheal Procajlo, Frank Hartman, John Radando, and Ed Twyman. Each employee has their
own route and combined patrol an area expanding 7 districts. (Continued page 5)
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This summer of 2016 we have had the pleasure of having 3 seasonal inspectors, who are helping
tremendously with collecting samples from our 7 light traps and going out on complaint calls. These
employees are Jillian Jamieson, Christopher Yi, and Thomas Pusey. Jillian is a sophomore at Stockton
University going for a double Bachelors of Science degree in Marine Science with a concentration in Marine
Biology and Biology with a concentration in chemistry. Christopher is graduating with a Bachelors of Science
degree in Biology from Northeastern University; Thomas is a freshman at Neumann University going for a
Bachelors degree in Accounting. The in office backbone for the Camden County Mosquito Commission is the
secretary, Kati Medlar.
As secretary, Mrs. Medlar holds a multitude of skills in order to complete the vast variety of responsibilities
that need to be carried out. These responsibilities include money management- payroll on Kronos, financing
and purchasing inventory, setting bids for vehicles and spraying equipment, uniform budgets, and purchasing
show room materials-, complaint management- recording both call and email complaints, distribution of
complaints to inspectors, and filing completed complaints-, and informing the public about spray schedules,
as well as upcoming events. Most of these responsibilities need to be carried out daily or throughout the
entire day. Also working in the office is the mosquito identification person.
Mosquito Biologist Lauren Segreto, took the Mosquito Biology, Ecology, Surveillance and Control class
through Rutgers University of NJ. She also holds a Bachelors of Science degree in Environmental Policy and
is currently enrolled in a Master’s program for Entomology. Ms. Segreto uses her skill set in the identification
and sorting of mosquitos from different areas, identification of live larva sampling, and preparation of vials
that will be tested for diseases like West Nile and Zika. Ms. Segreto is also part of the Public Relations
Committee for the NJMCA, which promotes public education of mosquitoes and mosquito control through the
Facebook page at facebook.com/NJMCA and Twitter @NJMosquitoAssn.
The Camden County Mosquito Commission provides mosquito education to the public by teaching at
schools, county fairs, the county health fair, township days, and the women’s health conference as well as
providing public handouts. The Camden County Mosquito Commission works directly with the health
department for a united control of diseases. Lately the staff have been on several news channels discussing
the Zika Virus, what the mosquito commission does, and the preventative tactics used in fighting the
mosquito population and diseases. As of this summer the Camden County Mosquito Commission is now
housing several species of mosquito eating fish, making it easier for Camden County as well as other
southern counties to distribute. This summer Camden County is also getting a new computer system that will
provide the inspectors with complaints in live time on tablets and provide a more centralized database to
store data for larval and adult species identification, complaints, and breeding sites using a GIS mapping
system.
Please visit http://www.camdencounty.com/government/offices-departments/mosquito-commission for more
information or contact Kati Medlar at skeeters@camdencounty.com or (856) 566-2945

Look for 2015 Proceedings Coming Soon!
2016 Proceedings are in the works.
Contact Isik Unlu with questions:
iunlu@mercercounty.org
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The NJMCA Annual Meeting will be held
in Atlantic City at Bally’s Resorts
March 13, 2017 to March 17, 2017.
Check www.NJMCA.org for all the
latest updates and information.
Committee News:
Awards and Resolutions: Start thinking about nominations for 2017 Awards. A list of the awards can be found
at http://www.njmca.org/committees.htm#awd. Nomination forms and requests for Resolutions will go out in November.
Questions can be directed to Judith Legg, Chair (Judith.Legg@salemcountynj.gov).
Exhibits: The commercial exhibits committee wants to thank all of the vendors who support our annual meeting
and the NJMCA in general. We are looking forward to working together in in 2017 and finding new ways to get their
information out to members of the NJMCA. As new active ingredients and formulations are available to the community,
and as new application methods emerge, it’s vital to keep our connection between operational mosquito control districts
and industry. We look forward to continuing to build these connections in the future and finding new and exciting
opportunities to help all of the mosquito control professionals we can reach. Please visit with the vendors who support
our organization throughout the year at the 2017 NJMCA meeting, we look forward to seeing all of you there.
Eric Williges, Chair
Archives: On July 15 2016 The NJMCA relocated all of the archives of the NJMCA from Rutgers University
Headlee labs to Middlesex County Mosquito Commission in an effort to further preserve and protect the irreplaceable
NJMCA items that were housed at Headlee labs. This move was precipitated by an eminent move of the Vector Biology
unit out of Headlee to another part of the University with an unknown storage situation.
The Warren County MEC and Middlesex County MEC personnel (8 in all) assisted in the removal of the NJMCA
archives from Headlee Labs. There were 8 large file cabinets full of historical things from paperwork to films to glass
plate pictures. Numerous additional boxes of historical materials were also removed along with many framed historical
photos and honorary plaques.
The items were relocated to a garage bay at Middlesex County MEC until a more permanent situation can be arranged.
One option being explored is to rent a climate controlled storage bay. Another solution being investigated is to buy a
shed that Middlesex County would have the space to host and install a dehumidifier to provide a suitable storage
environment. Robert Duryea, Warren County Mosquito Commission

#NJMCA
The NJMCA Facebook and Twitter accounts gain new followers
each day, so…

Please contact us with
information you’d like to share at: pr.njmca@gmail.com
Ideas include: cool pictures, county fair information,
a link you want to share & so much more!
Facebook.com/NJMCA
Twitter @NJMosquitoAssn
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Wasting Away in My Mosquitoville
(with apologies to Jimmy Buffett)
Spraying’ some Abate®,

Searchin' for a Psoroph’ra assault.

Watchin' the sun bake;

Some people claim that there's a puddle to
blame,

All of our work boots covered with mud.

But I know it’s that old pool’s fault.

Haulin’ a hand tank

I broke my ol’ dipper,

Down the ol’ creek bank.

A garbage can tipper

Smellin’ those swamps-

And now I get to cruise on back home.

And all their stinking crud.

But there's OFF™ in the glove box,

Wastin’ away again in my Mosquitoville,

And sprayed on my wet socks —
That blessed concoction that helps me hang
on.

Searchin' for an Alb’pictus assault.
Some people claim that there's a puddle to blame,

Wastin’ away again in my Mosquitoville,

But I know it's that bird bath’s fault.
Don't know the reason,

Searchin' for an Anoph’les assault.

Stayed here all season

Some people claim that there's a puddle to
blame,

With nothing to show but this strange new red
rash.

But I know it's their neighbor’s fault.

Could be poison ivy,
Or maybe just hive-ies,

Yes, and some people claim that there's a
puddle to blame,

‘Cause I spend my days

But I know it's their own damn fault.

Wading through this trash.
-Anthony Valentino (2016)

Wastin’ away again in my Mosquitoville,

Former Monmouth County Mosquito Control Seasonal
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News from the
Northeast
News from Massachusetts – August 2016
Tim Deschamps
Drought conditions continue statewide and worsened in CDC epidemiological week 29 with a 6% increase
in areas under Severe Drought status. Heat indices greater than 90F for 8 straight days have enhanced
drought conditions and the potential for WNV increases in mosquito populations. But despite the drought,
conditions remain favorable for several species in many district areas including Cq. perturbans and Culex
spp. Central areas into the metro Boston area report steady or increasing mosquito populations, but areas
north and south of Boston report steady or even declining mosquito numbers. Arbovirus activity remains
fairly low, with several early isolations of WNV in the Worcester area the first 2 weeks in July, then a short
lull until WNV appeared again, this time in several communities around Boston, and one pool on the Cape.
Only one isolation of EEE has been reported as of the last week in July, in a pool of Culex from Plymouth
County.
Control operations continue in district areas with targeted adulticiding, treatment of catch basins, limited
source reduction activities (tire recycling) and monitoring of the few freshwater wetlands that still have
enough water to support larval mosquito activity. Several districts along the coast have reported increased
numbers of saltmarsh mosquitoes, most likely due to the recent influence of astronomical high tides. Several
districts plan to expand field trials of spinosad for larval Cq. perturbans control in cattail areas. Mixed results
(but mostly positive) have been reported using extended release formulations of spinosad in freshwater
spring brood locations as a pre-treatment.
Enhanced surveillance for Ae. albopictus is being performed in many districts to determine the extent and
range of this invasive species. Confirmed collections have been limited to the Bristol County area to date,
but ovitraps and BG Sentinel traps are being employed in more areas than ever before to try to capture this
(currently) elusive mosquito.
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Knowledge Transfer: Several presentations from the Center will be offered at the upcoming International Congress of Entomology in Orlando FL this September, including “Unmanned aerial systems for
vector surveillance and control,” presented by Greg Williams of Hudson County; “Targeting the breeding
sites of container mosquitoes using habitat-sharing heterospecific species carrying insect growth
regulator” presented by Yi Wang, “Pyriproxyfen autodissemination station efficacy in Aedes albopictus hot
spots in residential areas” presented by Devi Suman, and “Studies on host behavior manipulation by the
mosquito-parasitic nematode Strelkovimermis speculatus" presented by Hani Allahverdipour.
A symposium on Unmanned Aerial Systems for Precision Mosquito Control and Agricultural Use will be
hosted by Prof. Randy Gaugler, and Drs. Ari Faraji (Salt Lake City Mosquito Abatement) and
Greg Williams (Hudson County Mosquito Control).
Professor Gaugler will continue the Rutgers mission of international reach through lecture series on his
research at universities in Pakistan and India later this year.
Recent Publications: A recent publication from the Asian Tiger team was published at PLoS on “Droplet
characterization and penetration of an ultra-low volume mosquito adulticide spray targeting the Asian tiger
mosquito, Aedes albopictus, within urban and suburban environments of northeastern USA” and can be
found here: http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0152069 See more publications at
http://vectorbio.rutgers.edu/publications/
Moving On: After completing his MS, Scott Crans moved on to the Office of Mosquito Control in
the Department of Environmental Protection, taking over the position of Administrator, and as Secretary
for the State Mosquito Control Commission. Congratulations Scott!
Blog: Read all about what we’re up to!

UPCOMING MEETINGS

--Lisa Reed

NMCA

December 5 - 7, 2016
Falmouth, Massachusetts

AMCA

February 13 - 17, 2017
San Diego, California

NJMCA March 13 - 17, 2017
Atlantic City, NJ

Dominick Ninivaggi has retired from his position as
Superintendent with Suffolk County Vector Control
as of April 22. We wish him well in his retirement
and new endeavors.

Now is the time to start planning your presentations and
posters for the NJMCA Annual Meeting.

Scott Crans has taken over the position of
Administrator of the NJDEP Office of Mosquito
Control Coordination. Welcome Scott to your new
role with the state of New Jersey.

See Page 12 for the Call for Papers!!
Start snapping pictures for the
Annual NJMCA Photo Salon.
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New lines of communication with the risk of Zika in
Essex County
Eric Williges, Superintendent
When the year started, even before there was a
mosquito to be found, it seemed that every call we got was
Zika related. As summer goes on without issue the
freeholder calls have dropped off the map, and with our
populations of Aedes albopictus lower than expected
service opportunities from the public have been slow to
ramp up. However, a large number calls from the public
talk about Zika and our resident’s real concerns. We are
using this as an opportunity to educate the public more
each time they call, and increase our visibility in at risk
neighborhoods.
The biggest change in our program is that we have aimed
our disease surveillance at the urban areas of the county.
In general most of Newark and the surrounding areas have
been a large hole in our disease surveillance maps. Some
of that is personnel based because there are never enough
people for the work, some is mosquito based because the
largest populations come from other areas of the county,
and some is just poor planning. This year our biologist
D’Orsay Mancuso has done a fantastic job expanding our
range and finding new trap locations across the city. While
this new focus has reduced our total number of pools
tested and mosquitoes trapped from previous years, over
the long term new sites and neighborhood connections can
only help our program.
We’ve also used this as an opportunity to build
connections between our program and local health
departments. Early in the year, the Essex County Sheriff
and Office of Emergency Management invited our office
along with Essex Regional Health Commission and the
NJDOH to give a presentation to all the local health
officers. This lead to a local vector borne working group to
mirror the state’s efforts. Early in the season the group
planned to meet monthly, or even every two weeks, but we
quickly realized there isn’t enough that changes in the
county to meet that much. Even without formally meeting
though, there has been a much better exchange of
information. Health departments are forwarding more calls
to us than before, and taking our printed information to
their departments and health fairs to distribute to the public. We’re also trying to point them towards neighborhoods
with real concerns and if necessary use the medical reserve corps to get the most information out to the public.
Overall, we’ve found positive ways to increase our
visibility and start getting a better whole county picture of
where we need to focus our efforts. Personally I’m very
thankful that the number of human cases found in the
county has stayed low, and that no mosquito pools have
been positive yet. Moving forward we are going to continue
increasing surveillance in the urban areas and work on
building up neighborhood connections to be prepared for
whatever comes next.
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CALL FOR PAPERS AND POSTERS
The 104th Annual Meeting of the
New Jersey Mosquito Control Association
March 15 - 17, 2017
Ballys Hotel – Atlantic City, NJ

Call for Papers and Posters
Deadline to Submit – December 12, 2016
Presentation or Poster? ___________________________________________
For oral presentations, submit an abstract with no more than 500
words and no graphics. Please use MS Word to email, or send a copy
via mail with this form. Oral presentations are 15 minutes, unless
arranged otherwise.

Topic Suggestions


Mosquito Biology &
Ecology



Vector-borne Diseases



Current Research



Surveillance Tools,
Techniques &
Technology



Wetlands / Stormwater
Management



Aerial Applications

*All presenters are responsible for their own convention registration.*
njmca.org/convention.htm#registration

Please fill out completely.

Title: ___________________________________________________________________
Author(s): _____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
Affiliation(s): __________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Presenter: ______________________________________________________________


NJMCA Program Committee
Autumn Angelus, Chair
Teresa Duckworth
Isik Unlu
Mike Romanowski
Howard Emerson
Robert Duryea
Mary Evangelista
Joseph Pezzillo

I will require audio for my presentation.

Address: _______________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
Telephone: (

) _______________________________

Submit via Email or Mail:
Autumn Angelus
Salem County
Mosquito Control
900 Route 45, Bldg 4
Woodstown, NJ 08098
program.njmca@gmail.com

Email: _________________________________________________________________

Monmouth County Mosquito Control
Fight the Bite was this year’s theme for County services at the
Monmouth County Fair. Many children were “deputized” by
taking a Fight the Bite mosquito pledge, vowing to search and
dump out standing water. Mosquito Control handed out coloring
books, crayons and brochures.
The county Health Department distributed Fight the Bite bags.

Monmouth County’s 2016
fair theme was Fight the
Bite.

Beth Hessick, Monmouth County Health and
Vince Poulsen, Monmouth County Mosquito
show their county spirit was Fight the Bite
shirts. Most employees wore them at the fair!

Warren County seasonal, Kourtney Arntz, plays the part of
mosquito in this fun mosquito picture board. Part of the Mosquito
Commission’s display at the Warren County Fair.

Above - Atlantic County Mosquito Control share
their unique display at the Atlantic County 4H Fair.
Right - Matt Diem and Pete Bosak exhibit at the
Ocean City Green Fair in Cape May County.
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Transitioning to the Office and keeping things moving forward
Scott C. Crans
Administrator, Office of Mosquito Control Coordination
This may be a new role for me personally, but it is really just trying to fill a role for the mosquito control community that has been a
part of the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) since the 70’s.
The threat of potential Zika transmission in the USA has once again placed mosquito control “Front and Center”, drawing attention to
our mosquito control activities here in New Jersey. While we are all preparing to manage for a crisis that doesn’t come, the media is
hungry for any piece of Zika related news to run in the headlines. What we do and say carries real importance for those that travel, for
those here at home and especially for those in high risk groups. What we are now learning about this exotic pathogen has us
re-thinking how we deliver our services across many disciplines. Zika is behaving a bit differently than our typical arboviruses and our
main task is to adjust accordingly in an effort to continue to deliver services that address the many challenges that our invasive
container inhabiting mosquitoes present.
Having served in mosquito control at both the county and university level has prepared me to interact well with those in the field. I
know the reality of what the local programs are facing and I also understand where the University is coming from with respect to
making any significant contribution to the mosquito control effort. At both of these levels we have seen a decline in annual resources
dedicated for the control of mosquitoes over time. Be it in the exit of experienced staff who knew and understood the connectedness
of our public health service mission, or in the actual dollars needed to support ongoing activities. Level funding over time ultimately
results in a decrease in services.
Through the many reorganizations that have occurred (County, State and University), a growing number of programs struggle to
replace staff, finding themselves lower on the totem pole of priority and competing for the limited funds with each budget cycle. There
are many interests vying for the local resources provided through government tax levy. It has become almost impossible to
significantly increase resources for our mosquito control operations. The threat of potential Zika transmission, like West Nile not so
long ago, presents an opportunity to temporarily address the shortages in all of our programs. We must identify these shortages and
address them while this opportunity persists. If history is any guide, the window to improve our programs with the full support of those
in leadership positions will be short. So, you must diligently prepare for and ask while the asking is offered.
As noted above, the university has also undergone considerable change. Research staff at the Station spend much of their time
attempting to secure funding. They, too, struggle to compete in the global market for funds that are matched to their particular skill set.
There is a lot of competition out there and good ideas accompanied with well thought out plans are required to make significant
advances in the field. Once funding has been provided for a research initiative, future funding depends heavily on the successive
advances made by select faculty. To this end, we find our researchers, who can be thought of as independent contractors within the
university system, having to spend a significant amount of time marketing themselves for the next round of potential funding. Securing
competitive federal funding often makes the difference when tenure and promotions are being sought.
Teaching and outreach responsibilities for those of us in the mosquito control community who depend on service from the New Jersey
Agricultural Experiment Station programs have not received a great deal of time from those in tenured faculty positions at the
Experiment Station of late. Nor are we likely to in the near future based on the funding criteria and time commitments mentioned
above. For those accustomed to the services provided a decade ago, this is a significant transformation. The system has changed
and it will take some time before the pendulum swings back in our direction. We find ourselves (the mosquito control community) in a
situation where there are few students in the Center for Vector Biology (what was the Mosquito Research & Control Unit).
Unfortunately, fewer still are conducting research on mosquitoes, be it basic or applied studies. There are a number of reasons for
this, and I have no solutions to offer that will improve the situation anytime soon. The Department of Entomology is faring better in this
respect (recruiting and training entomology students) but with the limited availability of full time employee (FTE) jobs in professional
mosquito control, this matters little.
What I am attempting to highlight here, is that we need to rethink how we bring people into the field and mentor them for professional
mosquito control service at least in the short term. The current Zika epidemic should create a need for professional staff at the local
level and we should be planning on how to meet that need in a timely manner. We have a unique opportunity to use available
resources to establish boots on the ground who know what they are doing. Relying on the university to supply those individuals as it
had in the past is simply not realistic given the current circumstances.
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Transitioning to the Office and keeping things moving forward continued
The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and American Mosquito Control Association (AMCA) have partnered to help in this area.
Funding coming through CDC to AMCA, if approved by congress, will greatly aid in meeting the need to train mosquito control
professionals in the management of exotic Aedes suspected in the transmission of Zika virus. These funds have not yet been
appropriated at the time of this writing. Funding coming from CDC to the state health departments as flow through dollars to local
programs is in the works. Additionally, there are bills in state government to address the need for timely resources as well and we
hope the public health and mosquito control communities will be proactive in supporting these initiatives. One unexpected challenge
at the local level could very well be how best to accept and make efficient use of these funds in a timely manner should they all
eventually become available.
To this end, and not waiting for others to act, our DEP Commissioner working closely with the Acting Commissioner of Health took
bold action and invested state funds in the form of mini-grants at the county level to immediately bolster Zika prevention efforts for this
mosquito control season. The idea was to provide both resources and funding on the front lines where the battle against the mosquito
foe is being fought. These funds were largely reserve monies within the department and carryforward from the New Jersey State
Mosquito Control Commission annual resources. Specific items included: new Biogents Sentinel traps ordered for all the counties to
increase Aedes albopictus surveillance $16,000.00; 21,000 mosquito dunks to be used in public awareness campaigns; increased
access to the State’s biocontrol program ~$500,000; and another $500,000 in direct funding (on a reimbursement basis) spread
around the state with the smallest programs receiving largest awards, based upon perceived need. All of these actions happened
rather quickly and during a time when the Office was not fully staffed and the State Commission was struggling to field a quorum for
monthly meetings. The State Mosquito Control Commission passed a motion in support of these Zika prevention and control
initiatives during their July meeting.
All of the county programs have participated in the state aid mini-grant initiatives. This state support is designed to raise public
awareness and aid mosquito abatement efforts with specific goals to suppress container inhabiting mosquitoes that transmit
pathogens of public health importance. Biocontrol program funds were used to make permanent increases in capacity, improve
convenience of use and raise awareness through press events. A new vehicle was purchased for the hatchery to deliver fish,
additional distribution tanks were purchased for the county programs use, and bulk storage holding tanks made available to select
local programs participating in the state mosquito fish stocking program. We are on pace to set a record for fish distribution this year.
In addition, weekly press events are being organized in cooperation with local mosquito control agencies to keep consistent public
health messaging in the news and illicit help from state residents in the fight to prevent Zika virus transmission here in New Jersey.
There is much the public can do for themselves to significantly reduce the risk of contracting and spreading the Zika virus. Getting this
message out and maintaining it in the media during the mosquito control season is in everyone’s interest.
Although the mosquito control season started out rather hot and dry with a perceived need to focus on Zika preparedness, recent
precipitation and tidal events have ramped up our airspray program operations. Culex populations have been tracking above historical
means in many regions and we are beginning to see some West Nile activity right on cue. As predicted, Aedes albopictus populations
are above normal (in select counties monitoring them closely) or at least peaking as we move through August into September.
Additionally, although Culiseta melanura populations seem to be somewhat below historical means in many regions normally
monitored, EEE virus activity is being detected in both mosquitoes and horses across a wide geographic range of the state. Our office
is passing pertinent information along to local programs as it becomes available so local agencies can take preventative actions as
needed.
A busy season to say the least. Catching up is high on the list for the Office staff. A return to Sandy grants is underway and reimbursements are now being processed. Rutgers surveillance reporting contracts submitted earlier are being addressed as are several
MOAs between various cooperating agencies providing critical services. Water management program plans initiated earlier in the
year are likewise competing for the limited time and attention staff have available. We expect to restart those initiatives as soon as
time becomes available, perhaps as early as October.

Thomas E. Sellers passed away on August 26, 2016 at 92 years of age.
Tom Sellers, a recently retired U.S. Army officer, was hired as the first Superintendent of the modern version of the Camden County Mosquito
Extermination Commission in 1965 and served through 1988. Tom was President of Associated Executive in 1981 & 1982. Later Mr. Sellers was serving as
Vice-President of NJMCA when the new President became unable to continue his duties. Tom completed that term and was then elected to the next full
term in office. Tom was very active in NJMCA and especially so as the Chairperson of the Local Arrangements Committee when the Annual Meeting was
often held in the Star Light Room of the Cherry Hill Inn. After retiring from the Camden County MEC, Mr. Sellers was invited to share his leadership skills
and experience with the mosquito control community and served as a commissioner of the State Commission from 1990 through 2005.
Tom Sellers was always a mentor and a fine gentleman.

Volume XXVIII Number 4

15

NJMCA Newsletter

Your business tag line here.
New Jersey
Mosquito Control Association Inc.

Newsletter Committee

Send Correspondence To:

President

Anthony Acquaviva

Teresa Duckworth, Editor

Eric Williges

Doug Abdill

County of Morris

Essex County Mosquito Control

Autumn Angelus

Division of Mosquito Control

1st Vice President

Joe Pezzillo

PO Box 900

Robert Duryea

Tim Deschamps

Morristown, NJ 07963

Warren County Mosquito Extermination Commission

Scott Crans

Phone:(973) 285-6450

2nd Vice President

Steve Csorgo

FAX: (973) 285-6454

Deepak Matadha

Robert Duryea

Email:

Middlesex County Mosquito Extermination Commission

Teresa Duckworth, Chair

tduckworth@co.morris.nj.us

Secretary
Jolyn Mitchell
Salem County Department of Mosquito Control
Treasurer
Jennifer Gruener,
Warren County Mosquito Extermination Commission

Morristown, NJ 07963
PO BOX 900
Division of Mosquito Control
c/o County of Morris
NJMCA Newsletter

Volume XXVIII Number 4

16

NJMCA Newsletter

